I(SCHEDULE) LOCAL LAW #1
OF WHE VILLAGE OF CAMBRIDGE, NEW YORK
: LOCAL LAWS OF 1984

FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION LOCAL LAW

BSECTION 1.0
Statutory Authorlzatlion and Purpose

1.1 STATUTORX‘ﬁUTHORIZATION

The Pedple of the State of New Yorkhave in the New York State
Constitutlon, Article IX, Sectlon 2, delegated the responsibilility
o local governmental units to adopt regulations designed to promote
the public health, safety, and general welfare of 1ts cltizenry.
Thereflore, be 1t enacted by the Village of Cambridge, New Iork as
follows:

1.2 STATEMENT QOF PURPOSE

It 1z the purpose of thils local law to promote the public
health, safety, and general welfare, and to minimize public and
private lossesz due to flood conditlons in speclific areas by
provisions deslgned:

(1) To protect human 1life and health;

(2) To minimize expendlture of publlic money for costly flood
control projects;

{3) 7o minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts

assoclated with flooding and generally undertaken at ﬁhe_“f-J

expense of the general public;
¢4) To minimlize prolonged business interruptions;

.(5) To minimize damage to public facilitlies and ugllities
such as water and gas mains, electric, telephone, and
sewer lines, and streets and pridges:located in areas of
special flood hazard;

(6) To help maintaln a stable tax base by provising for the
sound use and development of areas ol speclal flood
hazard so as to minimize future flood bllght areas;

{(7) To insure that potentlal buyers are notifried that property
is in an area of special flood hazard; and,

(B) To ensure that those who occupy the areas ol speclal
rflood hazard assume responslbility for thelr actions.

SECTION 2.0
Definitlions

Unlecs specifically defined below, words or phases used in'this
1ocal law shail be interpreted so as topglve them the meaning they
have in common usage and to glve this 1local law its most reasonable
application.

“pppeal' means a request for a review of the interpretation of any
proviszions. of this 1aw or a request for & varlance,

raren ol speclal flood hazard" means the land in the flood plaln
within a community subject to a one percent or greater chance of
floeding in any given year. )
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"Base flood" means the flood havin
g a one percent chance
equalled or exceeded in any given year. P of being

"Development™ means any man-made change to 1m
proved or unimproved
real estate, including but not 1limlted teo buildings or otheg
structures, mining, dredging, filling, paving excavatlon or
grilléng operations located wlthin the area of special flood
azard,

© "Flood" or "Flooding" mean a general and temporary conditlon of
partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas from:

(1) 'The overflow of inland or tidal waters and/or

{2) The unusual and rapld accumulation or runcff of surface
waters [{rom any source.

"Flood Hazard Boundary Map" (FHEBM) means the officilal map issued by
the Federal Insurance Administration where the areas of speclal
flood hazard have been deslignated Zone A.

"Flood Insurance Rate Map” (FIRM)} means the official map on which
the Federal Insurance Administratlion has delineated both the areas
of speclal flood hazards and the risk premlum zones applicable to
the community. o

"Lowest Floor" means lowest level including basement, cellar,
crawlspace, or garage of lowest enclosed area.

"Mobll home" means a structure that is transportable 1n one or
more sections, bullt on a permanent chassils, and designed to be
used with or without a permanent foundatlon when connected to the
required utilitles. It does not inelude recreational vehicles or
travel trallers.

"Structure” means a walled and roofed building, a moblle home,‘or a
gas or liguid storage tank, that 1s principally above ground.

"gubstantial improvement' means any repalr, reconstructlion, or
improvement of a structure, the cost of whlch equals or exceeds K0
percent ol the market value of the structure elther:

{1} before the improvement or repair 1a started, or

(2} 4if the structure has been damaged and 1s being restored,
pefore the damage occurred.

For the purposes of this definition "substantlal improvement"
1s considered to occur when the first alteration of any wall,
eceiling, floor or other structural part of the building commences,
whether or not that alteratlion affects the external dimensions of
the structure. The:term does not, however, lnclude either:

(1) any project for lmprovement of a structure to comply with
exlsting state or local health, sanltary, or safety code
specifications which are solely necessary to assure safle
living conditions, or

(2) &any alteration of a structure llsted on the Naticonal
Reglster of Historlc Places or a State Inventory of Historic
Places.

"Wariance" means a grant of relief from the requirements of this
local law which permits constructlon in a manner -that would
otherwise be prohibited by thls loecal law.
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Section 3.0
General Provislons

LANDS TQ WHICH THIS LOCAL LAW APPLIES
This loecal law shall apply to all areas ol special flood
hazards within the Jjurisdletion of Village of Cambridge.

BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD

The areas of special flood hazard identified by the Federal
Insurance Administration on 1lts PFlcod Hazard Boundary Map
(FHBM), or Floed Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) No. H36 115 0790 01
dated June .27, 1974 -and’ any revislons thereto, are
adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this loecal
law. The FHBM or FIRM 1s on file at the Vlillage Clerk's
Office, 22 South Unicn Street, Cambridge, New York.

INTERPRETATION, CONFLICT WITH OTHER LAWS :

In their interpretation and application, the provisions of this
loecal law shall be held to be minimum requlrements, adopted for
the promotion of the public health, morals, safety, or the
general welfare. Whenever the requlrements of this local law
are at varlance withthe requirements of any other lawfully
adopted rules, regulationsz, or ordinances, the most restrictive,
or that imposing the higher standards, shall govern.

VALIDITY

The invalldity of any sectlon or provlision of this local law
shallmot invalldate any other section or provislon thereof.

PENALTIES FOR NON-COMPLIANCE

No structure or land shalllereafter be constructed, located,
extended, converted, or altered without full compllance with
the terms of this local law and other .applicable regulatlons.
Vioclation of the provisions of this loecallaw by fallure to -
comply with any of its regulirements {(including violations™of *
conditions and safeguards established in connection wlth
conditions) shall constltute a misdemeanor. Any person who
violates this local law or fail . to comply with any of its
requirements shall, upon convietlon thereof, be fined not more
than $100.00 or imprisoned for not more than 15 days or both
for each violatlon and, in addition, shall pay all costs and
sxpenses involved in the case. Nothing herein contalned shall
prevent the Villiage of Cambridge from taking such other lawful
action as necessary to prevent or remedy a wviolation.

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY

The "degree of flood protectlon requlred by thils local law

is considered reasonable for regulatory purposes and 1s based
onn sclentific and engineering consideratlions. Larger floods
can and will occur: o1 rare cccaslons,  Flood helghts may be
increased by man-made or natural causes.” This loecal law does
not imply that land outslde the area of speclal flood hazards
or uses permlitted within such areas will be free from flooding
or flood damages. This local law shall not create 1iabllity on
the part of the Village of Cambridge any officer or employee
thereof or the Federal Insurance Administration, for any flood
damages that result from reliance on this-local law or any
administrative decision lawfully made thereunder,

Sectlon 4.0
Administration

ESTABLISHMENT OF DEVELOPMENT PERMIT

A Development Permlt shall be abtalned before construction or
develcpment begins within any area of special flood hazard
establlshment in Section - 3.2. Application for a Development
Permit, shall be made on forms furnished by the Planning

Board and may include, but not be limited to: plans'in *- "~
duplicate drawn to scale showing the nature, location,
dimensions, and elevations of the area In questlons; exlsting
or proposed structures, 111, storage of materlals, drainage
facilities; and the location of the foregoing. '
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4.2 DESIGNATION OF THE PLANNING BOARD
The Planning Board 1s hereby appoilnted to adminlster and
implement this local law by granting or denying

development permit applications in accordance with its
provisions.

4.3 DUTTES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PLANNING BOGARD

Dutles of the Planning Board shall ineclude, but not be
limited to:

4.3-1 Permlt Review
(1) Review all development permits to determine that the
permlt requlrements of this local law have been satisfied.

{2) Review all development permits to determine that all
hecessary permlts have been obtalned from those Federal,
State or local governmental agencies from which prior
approval 1s regquired.

{3) Review all development permits to determine if the
proposed development adversely affects the flood
carrying capacltyof the area ©f speclal. flood hazard.
For the purposes of this local law, "adversely affects®
means damage to adjacent properties because of rises in
flood stages attributed to physical changes of the channel
and the adjacent everbank areas.

(1) If i1t is determlined that there 1s no adverse S
effect, then the permit shall be granted consistent
with the prpvisions of thls local law.

(i1) If 1t is determined that there i1s an adverse
effect, then flood damage mitigatlion measures shall
he made a condition of the permit.

4.3~2 Use of Other Base Floed Data
When base flood elevation data has not been provided in
accordance with Section 3.2, BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE AREAS
OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD, the Planning Board shall obt%ain,
review, and reasonably utillze any base flood elevatlon
data available from a Federal, State or other source, in order
to administer Section 5.2, SPECIFIC STANDARDS,

5.3-3 Information to be Obtalned and Maintained
(1} Obtaln and record the actual elevation ( in relation to
mean sea level) of the lowest floor (including basement or
cellar) of all new or substantially improved structures,
and whether or not the structure contalns a basement or
cellar.

{2} For all new or substantia-ly improved floorproofed
structures:

{ £) obtaln and record the actual elevation ( in relation
to mean sea level) to which the structure has been
floodpreoofed.

(i1} malntain the floodprooling certificatlons required
in Section 5.2-2(3).

(3) Maintain for public inspection all rrecords pertalning to
the' provisions of thls local law.

4.3~ Alteration of Watercourses
(1) Notlfy adjlacent communities and the New York State
Depariment of Environmental Conservation prior to any
alteration or relocation of a watercourse, and subnmit
evidence of such notlflication to the Federal Insurance
Administration.
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{2) Hequire that maintenanceis provided within the altered or
relocated portion of zaid watercourse so that the flood
carrying capacity 1s not diminished.

§,.3-5 Interpretation of FHBM or FIRM Boundaries
Make Interpretations where needed, as to the exact location of
the boundaries of the areas of speclal flood hazards {(for

example, where there appears to be a confllct between a mapped
boundary and actual fleld conditions)

Sectlion 5.0
.Rrovisions for Flood Hazard Reduction

5.1 GENERAL STANDARDS

In all areas of special flood hazards the followlng standards
arce required:

5.1-1 Anchoring
: (1) All new construction and substantial improvements shall

be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, or lateral
movement of the structure.

(2) A1l mobile homes and any additions thereto shall be
anchored to resist flotation, collapse, or lateral

movement by providing an anchoring system deslgned to
withstand a wind force of 90 miles per hour,

5.1-2 Constructlon Materials and Methods T
(1) Al1l new constructlon and substantial improvements shall be-
constructed with materials and utility equipment resistant
to flood damage.

(2) All new construction and substantlal Iimprovements shall be
constructed using methods and practices that minimlze '
flood damage. ' '

5.1-3 Utilitles ‘
(1) All new and replzcement water supply systems shall be
designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of {lood
waters into the system;

(2) New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be
designed to minimize or eliminate inflltratlion of flood
waters; and,

{3) On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avold
impairment to them or contamination from them during
flooding. ' ’

+ 5.1-4 Subdivision Proposals

{1) All subdivision proposals shall be consistent with the
need to minimize flood damage;

(2) A1l subdivision proposalé shall have public utllities and
facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water
systems located and constructed to minimize flood damage;

{3) All subdivisionproposals shall have adequate drainage
provided to reduce exposure to flocd damage; and,

(4} Base flood elevation data shall be provided for
subdivision proposals and other proposed development which
contain at least 50 lots or 5 acres (whichever i1s less),

5,1-5 TNCHROACUMENTS ‘

Any proposed development shall be analyzed to determlne effects

on the flood carrying capacity of the area of speclal flood

hazard as set forth in Section 4.3-1(3), Permit Review.
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SPECIFIC STANDARDS
In all areas ol speclal flood hazards where base flood
elevatlion data has been provided as set forth in Section

4.3-2, Use of Other Base Flood Data, the following standards -
are reqgulred:

Residential Construction

New construction and substantial improvements of any
residential structure shall have the lowest floor, including
basement or cellar, elevated to or above the base flood

elevation. .

Nonresidential Constructicon

MNew construction and substantial improvement of any commercisal,
industrial or other nonresidential structure shall either have
the lowest floor, including basement or cellar, elevated to or
above the base flood elevatlion; or, together with attendant
utllity and sanitary facilities, shall:

(L

(2)

(3)

be Floodproofed so that below the base flood level the
structure is watertight with walls substantialily
impermeable to the passage of water;

have structural componenf:s capable of resisting
hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of
bouyancy; and

be certified by a reglstered professional englneer or
archltect that the,standards of thils subsection are
satisfied. Such certifications shall be provided to the
official as set forth in Sectlon U.3-3(2).

Section 6.0
Varlance Procedure

APPEAL BOARD

(1)

(2)

(33

(4)

The Zoning Board of Appeals as establlished by the
Village of Cambrldge shall hear and declde appeals
and reguests for varlances from the requlrements of
this local law.

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall hear and decide
appeals when it is alleged there 1s en error 1in any
requirement, decision, or determination made by the
Planning Board in the enforcement or adminlstration
of this local law.

Those aggrieved by the decislon of the Zoning Board

of Appeals, or any taxpayer, may appeal such declsion
to the supreme court as provided in The New York State
Constitution, Article VI, Section 2.

In passing upon such applications, the Zoning Board of
Eppeals, shall conslder all technical evaluations, all
relevant factors, standards specified in other section
of this local law and:

(1) the danger that materials may be swept onto other
iands to the injury of others;

(11} the danger of 1ife and property due to flooding or
erosion damage

{1i1) the susceptibility of the proposed facillity and 1ts
contents to flood damage and the effect of such
damage on the individual owner;

(iv) the importance of the services provided by the

proposed facility to the community;
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(5}

(6)

-

(v) the necesslty to the facility of a waterfront
location, where applicable;

(vi) the availabllityrof alternative leocations for the
proposed use which are not subject to flooding or
erosion damage;

(vii) the compatlbility of the propesed use withhexisting -
and anticlpated development; .

{vifii) the relationshlp of the proposed use to the
) comprehensive plan and flood plaln management
program of that area;

(1x) the safety of access to the property in times of
flood for ordinary and emergency vehleles;

{x) the expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of
rise, and sediment transport of the flood waters
and the effects of wave action, 1f applicable,
expected at the slte; and

(x1) the costs of providing governmental services during
and after flood conditions, including maintenance
and repair of public utilities and facilitlies such
as sewer, gas, electrlical, and water systems and
streets and bridges.

Upon consideration of the factors of Section 6.1(4) and

the purposes of this local law, the Zonlng Board of Appeals
may attach such conditions to the granting of varlances as
it deems necessary to further the purposes of thils local
law,

.
“

The Planning Board shall maintalin the records of all

appeal actlons including technical infeormation and

report any varlances to the Federal Insurance Administration
upon reguest. : '

CONDITIONS FOR VARTANCES

(L

(2)

(3)

(4

(5)

Generally, varlances may be 1ssued for new constructlon

and substantial ilmprovements to be erected on’'a lot of
one-haif acre or less in size continguous to and surrounded
by lots with exlsting structures constructed below the

base flood level, providing item (i-xi) in Section 6.1(%)
have been fully considered. As the lot slze Increases
beyond the one-half acre, the technlcal Justificatlion
requlred for Issuing the varlance increases.

Variances may be issued for the reconstruciion,
pehabilitatlion or restoration of structures listed on the
Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places or the State Inventory
of Historic Places, wlthout regard to the procedures set
forth in the remainder of thls section.

Variarnces shall not be issued within any designated
floodway if any increase in f{lood levels during the base
flood discharge would result.

Variances shall only be issued upon a determinatlion that
the variance is the minimum necessary, consldering the
flood hazard, to afford relief.

Variances shall only be lssued upon:

(1) a showilng of good and sufficlent cause;

(31} a determination that failure to grant the varlance
would result in exceptional hardship to the
applicant; and
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(111) a determlnation that the granting of a variance
wlll not result 1n increased flcod heights,
additlional threats to publle safety, extraordinary
public expense, create nulsances, cause fraud on or
victimlzation of the publlc as ldentified In
Section 6.1(4) or conflict with existing local laws
or ordinances.

(6) Any applilicant to whom a varlance 1s granted shall be glven
Written notice that the structure will he permitted to be
puilt with a lowest floor elevatlon below the base flood
elevation and that the cost of f{lood insurance will be
commensurate with the increased risk resultlng from lowest
floor elevation.

Be it enacted this 55:4“ day of September, 1984 by the Board of

Trustees of The Vlillage of Cambrldge, Washington County, New York,

to be ellective immedlately.






